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Ersatz ynd Teile

Vers Dor (*2000 1n Brussels) 1s a multi-

disciplinary arust. Their work dissects the
construction of Belgian national narratives.
By juxtaposing the “Belgian Mvyth,’ a blend
of bourgeois surrealism and colonial histo-
ry, with the rigid institutional structures of
their adopted home wn Basel, Dor explores
how statehood 1s performed through aesthetic
choices. Their practice spans painting, archi-
val intervention, and installation.

Works:

Vers Dor, Four Hours, Two Mi-
nutes, Six Seconds, 2024/25,
wood, paint, pelt, jacket, inkjet
cartridges, tape, dimensions
variable

Vers Dor, Industrial Poem #23,
2025, found objects, 28 x 10,8
X4.2cm 2



70

BEWARE OF THE CHALLENGE!

Pop Art, Jim Dine, and the

Influence of René Magritte

Letus.firstrecall thg. ..

Sonnabend Gallery in Paris presented last month. It
was at the forefront of this "New Realism"
or "Pop Art" that is so much in the news right
now. Figurative art, perhaps, but of such a
stripped-down character that it seems to fallinto a
special void. Segal's figures are vulgar casts of human
beings caught in the movement of
everyday life. Here, the man is leaning over the
gleaming glass of an electric billiard table. There, he
is sitting on a miserable bench. He is  te=
holding a coarse earthenware cup. The billiard
table and the cup are real objects. They do
not come from an artist's studio but from a
factory. There is nothing to ask of Segal's figures.
Where do they come from, so menacing?
From what strangely lunar world? | couldn't write
that they express terror without expressing my
own. wedon't go beyond the level of discovery,

or rather, that of invention. An invention so
extraordinary that it either nullifies all the
powers of the imagination or, on the contrary,
liberates them. It depends on the viewer's
inclination. The result is the same. It is impossible

for them to observe any other point of comparison
than themselves. It is the victory of Narcissus. It
is with such dark humor that we are
blinded. It is, indeed, a great

deal.

Segal comes from the American world, like
Jim Dine, whose work is being presented by
Galerie Aujourd'hui in Brussels starting
November 16th. The parallel between our
city and an average American city is tempting.
Boston, for example. Those towers that rise
into the sky... We don't build them for the birds. |
mean, this exhibition is very timely. Jim Dine
is also a child of the absurd. He needed this narrow,
perhaps too secretive, gallery.

Without specializing in this genre,
Galerie Aujourd'hui has occasionally exhibited
artists whose essential ideal is black humor and
the absurd. For example,

the Italian Piero Manzoni, with his perfume tubes
carefully arranged under glass cases and his
paintings made of simple fiberglass. Manzoni is
dead, physically dead. He was young. Is there
a connection between this early death and the
attitude he adopted artistically? It's certain that the
humor he claimed to possess isn't a
comfortable position. And if that's the reason,
our questioning will be profound when faced
with artistic events, with all events. Of course,
Manzoni will be in the terrible book of the 20th
century. And the Frenchman Arman, who,
thank God, is doing well. We remember the
latter for objects accumulated in glass cases:
pressure gauges, doll heads, destined for some
unknown industrial museum. Starting November 26th, it
will be Jim Dine with large-format paintings
equipped with a shelf, something like a
mantelpiece. One of them depicts a bowler
hat and, ch genius, on the shelf is a real bowler,
a hat. Not quite, however; it's covered
with a layer of (black) paint, and it seems to
stick. Burlesque and relaxed, this is an American
physiognomy reminiscent of comedy films. Means
more than restrained, elementary means, yet
still pictorial. This side of the border... although the
infernal road knows no border.

A label covers American artists who defy
harmony and good taste. It is “Pop Art.” Pop is
short for popu-lar. We are far, however, from an
art that draws its strength from popular
sources. Pop is as much the enlarged
lemonade bottle as the tin can painted with
photographic precision. Pop is akin to
pamphlet, provocation, or poetry. It hurls
curses and calls down insults and contempt. Ina
recent issue of L'Express, Pierre Schneider
remarks about Pop: “The author of these paintings
that make you sneer or feel nauseous, this man who
has no other..."

by
Marcel BROODTHAERS

means to express his identity that the
choice between the consumption
offered to him is yours.

These artists continue |
construction of the infernal road forged
by Dada, the national movement.
Well, Long Live Dada, Dadapop, Long (
Live Jim Dine. Marcel

Duchamp and Kurt
artists, particularly whatever their s«
will, created a work defined within
the rigorous framework of plastic
laws. Also, in their work, nor in
Max Ernst’s, we will see the original
source of this "harmful” tendency.
One of our greatest artists, Magritte, a Belgian
who, without leaving our small territory, inﬂuEn:ca
and determined this current of art
which is in New York. Magritte rejects
the aesthetics of painting. Nevertheless, |
despite this, he succeeded in ereating some
beautiful paintings. "It's not a pipe.” A work
as enigmatic as the Mona Lisa bears
this title. He is famous in New
York. All of Magritte's works are
famous in New York. Magritte is famous
His initial biases, he co-developed a
poetic language to undermine the one
whose nature we see in Jim Dine's
bowler hat is, | imagine, destined to
salute. Is an explanation necessary? Is there
another one than that of worlds
devoted to current events, to the
overproduction of
horoscopes?
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